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Chapter 1: Early Years. 

 

 

Diego Maradona was born on October 30, 1960, in Lanús, a city near Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was the fifth of eight 

children in his family. His parents, Dalma and Diego, were hardworking but did not have much money. They lived in a 

small house in a poor area called Villa Fiorito. 

 

From a young age, Diego loved playing football. He often played in the streets with his friends and older brothers. They 

used a small ball made of cloth or paper because they could not afford a real football. Diego played for hours, practicing 

his skills and enjoying the game. 

 

Diego's talent was clear even when he was a little boy. People who saw him play were amazed by his skill. He could 

control the ball very well and do amazing tricks with it. Everyone in his neighborhood knew that Diego was special. 

 

When Diego was 10 years old, a football coach saw him play and invited him to join the youth team of Argentinos 

Juniors. This was an important moment for young Maradona. It was his first step towards a big football career. He 

practiced hard with the team and continued to improve his skills. 

 

Diego's family was very proud of him. They knew that he had a special gift, and they believed that he could become a 

great football player. Diego's early years in Argentina were full of challenges, but his love for football and his amazing 

talent helped him overcome them. Little did he know that one day, he would become a football legend. 

 

Diego's passion for football started when he was very young. His family and friends would often watch football matches 

on television or listen to them on the radio. Diego was fascinated by the game and the excitement it brought to the people 

around him. 

 

One day, when Diego was just three years old, he received a gift that would change his life forever. His father gave him a 

small, inflatable football. It was a simple toy, but for Diego, it was the beginning of his love for the sport. 

 

Diego spent countless hours playing with the ball, kicking it around the house and the small yard outside. He would 

pretend to be a famous football player, scoring goals and winning matches. As he grew older, he started playing with his 

friends and siblings in the streets of Villa Fiorito. They used makeshift goals made from sticks or stones and played 

barefoot or with old, worn-out shoes. 

 



Diego quickly became the star of these street games. His friends and neighbors noticed his incredible talent and natural 

ability to control the ball. He could dribble past other players with ease and score goals with impressive accuracy. 

 

One day, a local coach named Francisco Cornejo saw Diego playing in the streets. He was amazed by the young boy's 

talent and immediately invited him to join the youth team of Argentinos Juniors. Diego, only 10 years old at the time, was 

thrilled to have the opportunity to play for a real football team. This marked the beginning of his journey into the world of 

professional football, a journey that would lead him to become one of the greatest players of all time. 

 

When Diego was invited to join Argentinos Juniors' youth team, it was a dream come true for the young footballer. He 

couldn't wait to start training with the team and learning from experienced coaches. His family was very supportive, and 

they encouraged him to pursue his passion for football. 

 

At Argentinos Juniors, Diego quickly made a name for himself. His coaches and teammates were amazed by his 

incredible skill and dedication to the game. He was small for his age, but his talent more than made up for his size. Diego 

worked hard in training, always eager to improve his skills and learn new techniques. 

 

Playing for Argentinos Juniors also gave Diego the chance to participate in organized football matches. He played against 

other youth teams from around Buenos Aires and quickly gained a reputation as a talented and creative player. His unique 

dribbling skills and accurate shooting made him a standout on the field. 

 

Diego's success at Argentinos Juniors did not go unnoticed. People from all over Argentina began to hear about the young 

football prodigy. Fans, coaches, and even professional players praised his incredible talent and predicted a bright future 

for him. 

 

During his time at Argentinos Juniors, Diego's dedication and hard work paid off. By the age of 15, he had achieved 

something remarkable - he was promoted to the first team, making his professional debut. This was a significant 

milestone in Diego's career and a testament to his exceptional skill and determination. 

 

Joining Argentinos Juniors was a pivotal moment in Diego Maradona's life. It set him on the path to becoming one of the 

greatest football players the world has ever seen. His early years at the club laid the foundation for his incredible career 

and the legend he would become. 

 

 

 



 

Chapter 2: The Young Prodigy. 

 

Diego's big moment arrived on October 20, 1976, just ten days before his 16th birthday. He was selected to play for 

Argentinos Juniors' first team in a league match against Talleres de Córdoba. This was an incredible achievement for 

someone so young, but Diego was ready for the challenge. 

 

On that day, Diego stepped onto the field wearing the number 16 jersey. He was nervous but excited to show his talent to 

the world. As soon as the match began, it was clear that Diego was a special player. His skill, speed, and creativity made 

him stand out on the field, even among experienced professional players. 

 

Diego played well in his debut match, helping his team secure a 1-0 victory. Fans and teammates were amazed by his 

performance, and many knew that they were witnessing the beginning of a remarkable career. 

 

His debut at the young age of 15 made headlines across Argentina. People were excited to see such a talented player 

emerge from their country. Football experts and fans alike began to follow Diego's career closely, eager to see how far his 

talent would take him. 

 

Diego continued to play for Argentinos Juniors, quickly becoming one of the team's most important players. He scored 

his first professional goal just a few weeks after his debut, and it was the first of many to come. His incredible skills and 

determination helped him achieve success early in his career, and he was well on his way to becoming a football legend. 

 

After making an impressive debut, Diego continued to shine for Argentinos Juniors. His first professional goal came on 

November 14, 1976, against San Lorenzo. Diego was just 16 years old at the time. The goal was a beautiful 

demonstration of his skill and finesse, and it was the first of many memorable moments in his career. 

 

Diego quickly established himself as a prolific goalscorer. In the following years, he scored many goals for Argentinos 

Juniors, leading the team in scoring and breaking records along the way. One of his most notable achievements was 

becoming the youngest player to score 100 goals in the Argentine league, reaching the milestone at the age of 19. 

 

His incredible performances attracted attention from other clubs in Argentina and beyond. Diego's talent was undeniable, 

and it was clear that he was destined for greatness. Football fans from all over the world began to take notice of the young 

prodigy, eagerly following his progress and anticipating his future achievements. 

 



Diego's success at Argentinos Juniors also earned him a place in the Argentina national team. He made his international 

debut on February 27, 1977, at the age of 16. Although he was not yet a regular starter for the national team, his inclusion 

signaled that Diego was considered one of the country's most promising talents. 

 

During his time at Argentinos Juniors, Diego set numerous records and achieved many personal milestones. His skill, 

determination, and natural ability helped him become one of the most exciting young players in the world. These early 

accomplishments laid the groundwork for the legendary career that was to follow. 

 

As Diego continued to excel at Argentinos Juniors, his fame grew throughout Argentina. Football fans across the country 

were captivated by his incredible talent, and he quickly became a household name. Newspapers and magazines featured 

stories about the young prodigy, and people eagerly discussed his performances and potential. 

 

Diego's success also caught the attention of Argentina's national team coaches. They recognized his extraordinary skill 

and saw great potential in him as a future star for the national team. As a result, Diego was called up to represent 

Argentina in various youth tournaments, further showcasing his talent on the international stage. 

 

In 1979, Diego played a crucial role in helping Argentina's under-20 team win the FIFA World Youth Championship, 

held in Japan. His performances throughout the tournament were exceptional, and he was awarded the Golden Ball as the 

competition's best player. This achievement further cemented his status as a rising star in Argentine football and caught 

the attention of football fans around the world. 

 

As his reputation grew, so did interest from bigger clubs. Diego's performances for Argentinos Juniors and the national 

youth teams had not gone unnoticed by clubs in Argentina and Europe. They began to express interest in signing the 

young star, hoping to secure his services and benefit from his extraordinary talent. 

 

Diego's rise to national prominence was a testament to his hard work, determination, and exceptional skill. The attention 

he received from fans, the media, and professional clubs was well-deserved, and it marked the beginning of a legendary 

career that would see him become one of the most celebrated footballers in history. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 3: The Boca Juniors Era. 

 

In 1981, after five successful years with Argentinos Juniors, Diego made a significant move in his career by signing with 

Boca Juniors, one of the most famous and successful football clubs in Argentina. The transfer was a dream come true for 

Diego, who had always been a fan of Boca Juniors since he was a child. 

 

Boca Juniors was an ideal destination for Diego. The club had a rich history and a passionate fan base, making it the 

perfect place for him to continue his development as a player. The move also provided Diego with the opportunity to play 

alongside some of the best footballers in Argentina and compete for major titles. 

 

Diego's arrival at Boca Juniors was met with great excitement and anticipation. Fans eagerly awaited his debut, and the 

club's supporters were confident that he would help lead the team to success. Diego was equally excited about the move 

and was determined to make a significant impact at his new club. 

 

From the moment Diego joined Boca Juniors, he demonstrated his exceptional skill and ability on the field. He quickly 

became a key player for the team, dazzling fans and opponents alike with his incredible dribbling, vision, and goalscoring 

prowess. Diego's performances helped Boca Juniors achieve success both domestically and internationally, further 

cementing his status as one of the brightest talents in world football. 

 

One of the most significant aspects of Diego's time at Boca Juniors was the intense rivalry between Boca and their cross-

town rivals, River Plate. This fierce competition, known as the Superclásico, is one of the most famous and passionate 

rivalries in the world of football. Diego's arrival at Boca Juniors added even more excitement to this historic matchup. 

 

The Superclásico matches between Boca Juniors and River Plate were always highly anticipated events. Fans from both 

sides would pack the stadiums, creating an electric atmosphere filled with passion and emotion. For Diego, these games 

were an opportunity to showcase his talent and prove his worth in one of the most high-pressure situations in football. 

 

Diego's performances in the Superclásico did not disappoint. He played with intensity, determination, and skill, often 

proving to be the difference-maker in these heated encounters. His ability to perform at such a high level in these high-

stakes matches further endeared him to the Boca Juniors fans and earned him respect from football enthusiasts across 

Argentina. 

 

During Diego's time at Boca Juniors, the team experienced great success in their rivalry with River Plate. One of the most 

memorable moments came in 1981 when Boca Juniors won the Argentine Championship, finishing ahead of River Plate 



in the league standings. This achievement was particularly special for Diego, as it demonstrated his ability to lead his 

team to victory in the face of fierce competition. 

 

Diego's performances in the Superclásico matches and his contributions to Boca Juniors' success during his time at the 

club further cemented his status as one of the greatest footballers of his generation. His involvement in the storied rivalry 

between Boca Juniors and River Plate remains one of the most memorable chapters of his illustrious career. 

 

In 1981, Diego's first season with Boca Juniors, the team had a strong campaign in the Argentine Championship, also 

known as the Primera División. With the addition of Diego to the squad, Boca Juniors were more determined than ever to 

claim the league title. 

 

Diego played a crucial role in the team's success throughout the season. He scored numerous goals and provided many 

assists, showcasing his exceptional skill and creativity on the field. His performances helped Boca Juniors secure key 

victories and maintain their position at the top of the league standings. 

 

As the season progressed, it became clear that Boca Juniors were serious contenders for the championship. The team's 

success was largely attributed to Diego's influence on the field, as well as the contributions of his teammates and the 

guidance of the coaching staff. The fans were thrilled with the team's performance and were hopeful that Boca Juniors 

could secure the league title. 

 

In the final match of the season, Boca Juniors faced off against fierce rivals River Plate in a decisive Superclásico. A 

victory would secure the Argentine Championship for Boca Juniors, and the stakes were incredibly high. Diego and his 

teammates rose to the occasion, winning the match 3-0 and claiming the league title. 

 

Winning the Argentine Championship was a significant milestone in Diego's career. It demonstrated his ability to perform 

at the highest level and contribute to his team's success. The victory also further endeared him to the Boca Juniors fans, 

who celebrated their team's triumph with great joy and pride. Diego's time at Boca Juniors was marked by great success, 

and winning the Argentine Championship was the perfect way to cap off his tenure with the club. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 4: The Big Move to Europe. 

 

In 1982, after a successful stint at Boca Juniors, Diego made a monumental move in his career by joining FC Barcelona, 

one of the most prestigious football clubs in Europe. The transfer fee was a record-breaking $7.6 million, making Diego 

the most expensive player in the world at that time. The move to Europe was an exciting opportunity for Diego to test his 

skills against some of the best footballers on the planet. 

 

Upon joining Barcelona, Diego was met with high expectations from both the club and its supporters. They were excited 

to see the Argentine sensation in action and were hopeful that he could help lead the team to success in both domestic and 

European competitions. 

 

Diego quickly adapted to his new surroundings and impressed his coaches, teammates, and fans with his incredible skill 

and work ethic. He demonstrated his exceptional talent on the field, showcasing his trademark dribbling, vision, and 

goalscoring abilities. His performances helped Barcelona maintain a strong position in the Spanish league and compete 

for major trophies. 

 

Joining FC Barcelona marked a new chapter in Diego's career, as he transitioned from a young prodigy in Argentina to a 

global football star. The move to Europe provided him with new challenges and opportunities to further develop his skills 

and solidify his status as one of the world's most talented footballers. 

 

Moving to a new country can be challenging, and for Diego, the transition to life in Spain was no exception. Despite the 

excitement of joining a prestigious club like FC Barcelona, he faced several obstacles as he adapted to his new 

environment. 

 

One of the challenges Diego encountered was the language barrier. Although he could speak Spanish, the Catalan 

language and culture were new to him, and he had to adjust to the differences in communication and lifestyle. To 

overcome this challenge, Diego began learning Catalan and immersed himself in the local culture, making an effort to 

understand and appreciate the customs and traditions of the region. 

 

Another challenge was the difference in playing style between Spanish and Argentine football. The European game was 

more physical and tactical than what he had experienced in Argentina. Diego had to adapt his playing style to succeed in 

this new environment, which required him to develop new skills and strategies on the field. 

 



Despite these challenges, Diego was determined to succeed in Spain. He worked hard in training and made a conscious 

effort to integrate himself into the team and the local community. His dedication and perseverance paid off, as he began to 

excel on the field and earned the admiration of both his teammates and the Barcelona fans. 

 

Adjusting to life in Spain was not easy, but Diego's resilience and determination helped him overcome the obstacles he 

faced. His ability to adapt and thrive in a new environment was yet another testament to his incredible talent and 

character, both on and off the field. 

 

During Diego's time at FC Barcelona, the team achieved success in several domestic and international competitions. One 

of the most memorable moments came in the 1982-1983 season when Barcelona reached the final of the Copa del Rey, 

Spain's premier domestic cup competition. 

 

The final took place on June 4, 1983, at the Estadio Santiago Bernabéu in Madrid. Barcelona faced off against arch-rivals 

Real Madrid in a thrilling contest. The anticipation for the match was immense, as both teams were eager to claim the 

prestigious trophy. 

 

Diego played a pivotal role in the final, showcasing his remarkable skill and determination throughout the match. He was 

involved in several key moments, including assisting his teammate, Marcos Alonso, for the opening goal. Diego's 

performance helped Barcelona maintain control of the game, and the team ultimately emerged victorious with a 2-1 win. 

 

Winning the Copa del Rey was a significant achievement for Diego, as it marked his first major trophy with FC 

Barcelona. The victory demonstrated his ability to perform at the highest level in European football and further solidified 

his status as one of the world's most talented players. 

 

The Copa del Rey triumph was a highlight of Diego's time at Barcelona, and it remains an important milestone in his 

illustrious career. His contribution to the team's success was undeniable, and the victory further endeared him to the 

Barcelona fans and the football community as a whole. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter 5: The Golden Years in Napoli. 

 

In 1984, after two seasons with FC Barcelona, Diego made another significant move in his career by signing with Napoli, 

a football club based in Naples, Italy. The transfer fee was around $10.5 million, which set a new world record at the 

time. The move to Napoli provided Diego with a new challenge, as the club had not yet achieved major success in Italian 

football. 

 

Napoli's fans were thrilled by the arrival of the Argentine superstar, and they eagerly awaited his debut. The city of 

Naples embraced Diego with open arms, and he quickly became a beloved figure in the community. The supporters 

believed that his presence in the team would help propel Napoli to new heights and bring success to the club. 

 

Upon joining Napoli, Diego quickly demonstrated his incredible talent on the field, helping the team improve their 

performance in the Italian league, Serie A. His remarkable dribbling, playmaking, and goalscoring abilities captivated 

fans and opponents alike, as he played an instrumental role in the team's success. 

 

Diego's transfer to Napoli marked the beginning of a new chapter in his career, and it would prove to be one of the most 

memorable periods in his life. The move to Italy offered him the opportunity to further develop his skills and compete 

against some of the best players in the world, ultimately leading to a series of unforgettable moments and 

accomplishments. 

 

Before Diego's arrival, Napoli had not experienced significant success in Italian football. However, with his exceptional 

talent and influence, the club's fortunes began to change. Diego's impact on the team was immense, and he played a 

crucial role in transforming Napoli into a powerhouse in Serie A. 

 

Under Diego's leadership, Napoli started to challenge Italy's top clubs, such as Juventus, AC Milan, and Inter Milan, in 

the race for the league title. His performances inspired his teammates, and the entire squad improved as a result. The fans 

were ecstatic about the team's progress, and their support for Diego and the rest of the players grew even stronger. 

 

Diego's presence at Napoli not only improved the team's performances on the field but also had a significant impact off 

the field. The club's profile rose dramatically, attracting more fans and increasing ticket sales, which in turn led to greater 

financial resources. This allowed Napoli to invest in new players and further strengthen their squad. 

 



Over the years, Diego's contributions helped turn Napoli into a formidable force in Italian football. The club's 

transformation under his guidance is considered one of the most remarkable stories in the history of the sport. Diego's 

time at Napoli will always be remembered as a golden era for the club, and his legacy in Naples remains intact to this day. 

 

During Diego's time at Napoli, the club achieved remarkable success, winning several major trophies. Two of the most 

significant accomplishments were the Serie A titles in the 1986-1987 and 1989-1990 seasons. These victories marked the 

first time in Napoli's history that they became Italian champions, and the fans were overjoyed by the team's achievements. 

 

In the 1986-1987 season, Diego played a pivotal role in securing Napoli's first Serie A title. His exceptional performances 

throughout the season helped the team finish at the top of the league table, ahead of other strong Italian clubs. The fans 

celebrated the historic victory with great pride and passion, and Diego was hailed as a hero in Naples. 

 

Napoli's success continued in the 1989-1990 season, as they once again claimed the Serie A title. With Diego leading the 

team on the field, they managed to secure another league championship, further cementing their status as a powerhouse in 

Italian football. 

 

Another significant achievement during Diego's time at Napoli was winning the UEFA Cup in the 1988-1989 season. 

This was Napoli's first-ever European trophy, and it demonstrated their ability to compete with the best clubs in Europe. 

Diego played a crucial role in the team's success, contributing important goals and assists throughout the tournament. 

 

Diego's time at Napoli will always be remembered as a golden era for the club. His incredible talent and influence helped 

Napoli achieve unprecedented success, both domestically and internationally. The Serie A titles and UEFA Cup victory 

are a testament to Diego's remarkable ability and his lasting impact on the club and its supporters. 

  

Chapter 6: The World Cup Journey. 

 

Diego's international career with Argentina reached a significant milestone in 1982 when he made his first appearance at 

the FIFA World Cup, held in Spain. At the age of 21, he was already considered one of the world's most talented 

footballers, and the expectations for his performance were high. 

 

Argentina was the defending champion, having won the 1978 World Cup, and the team was eager to retain their title. As a 

key player in the squad, Diego was expected to play a crucial role in helping Argentina achieve success in the tournament. 

 



Diego showcased his extraordinary skills during the group stage matches, dazzling fans and opponents alike with his 

exceptional dribbling, playmaking, and goal-scoring abilities. However, the tournament proved to be a challenging 

experience for the young star, as Argentina's campaign was marked by inconsistency and disappointment. 

 

Despite Diego's individual brilliance, Argentina was unable to advance beyond the second round of the competition. The 

team's early exit was a major disappointment for both the players and the fans, but it provided Diego with valuable 

experience and lessons that would serve him well in future international tournaments. 

 

Diego's first World Cup appearance in 1982 was an important step in his development as a footballer. Although the 

tournament did not go as planned for Argentina, it marked the beginning of Diego's journey on the global stage and set 

the stage for his future successes at the World Cup. 

 

The 1986 World Cup in Mexico was a defining moment in Diego's career, as he played a pivotal role in leading Argentina 

to victory. With his incredible talent and determination, Diego was determined to make up for the disappointment of the 

1982 tournament and help his team secure the ultimate prize in football. 

 

From the very beginning of the tournament, Diego demonstrated his extraordinary ability on the field. He scored 

sensational goals and provided crucial assists, proving himself to be an invaluable asset to the Argentine team. His 

performances captured the attention of fans and players around the world, and he quickly became the star of the 

tournament. 

 

One of the most iconic moments in World Cup history took place during the quarter-final match between Argentina and 

England. Diego scored one of the most famous goals ever, known as the "Hand of God" goal, in which he used his hand 

to punch the ball into the net. Later in the same match, he scored another goal, considered one of the greatest ever, as he 

dribbled past five England players to find the back of the net. 

 

Argentina advanced to the final, where they faced West Germany. In a thrilling match, Diego provided a crucial assist to 

Jorge Valdano, which helped Argentina secure a 3-2 victory and their second World Cup title. 

 

The 1986 World Cup triumph was a crowning achievement in Diego's career. His performances throughout the 

tournament solidified his status as one of the greatest footballers of all time, and he became a national hero in Argentina. 

The victory remains a source of immense pride and joy for the Argentine people and a testament to Diego's remarkable 

talent and dedication to the sport. 

 



Following the 1986 World Cup triumph, Diego continued to represent Argentina in international competitions, including 

the 1990 and 1994 World Cups. 

 

In the 1990 World Cup, held in Italy, Diego led Argentina to the final once again. Despite struggling with injuries and 

facing strong opponents, he managed to inspire his teammates with his remarkable skill and determination. Argentina 

advanced to the final against West Germany, but this time they were defeated with a narrow 1-0 loss. Despite the 

disappointment, Diego's performance throughout the tournament was widely praised, and he remained a key figure in 

Argentine football. 

 

The 1994 World Cup in the United States marked Diego's last appearance in the prestigious tournament. At the age of 33, 

his physical condition had declined, but his passion for the game remained strong. Diego played in two group stage 

matches, even scoring a goal against Greece. However, his World Cup journey was cut short when he tested positive for a 

banned substance, resulting in a suspension from the tournament. The incident marked a controversial and disappointing 

end to Diego's World Cup career. 

 

Diego's World Cup journey was filled with unforgettable moments and achievements, as well as challenges and setbacks. 

His performances on the world stage, particularly during the 1986 triumph, left a lasting impact on football history and 

solidified his status as one of the greatest players to ever grace the sport. 

  

Chapter 7: Memorable Moments on the Field.  

 

One of the most famous moments in football history, and in Diego's career, is the "Hand of God" goal. This iconic event 

took place during the 1986 World Cup quarter-final match between Argentina and England, held at the Estadio Azteca in 

Mexico City. 

 

In the 51st minute of the match, Diego contested a high ball with England's goalkeeper, Peter Shilton. As they both 

reached for the ball, Diego used his left hand to punch it into the net, and the referee allowed the goal to stand, despite 

protests from the English players. 

 

After the match, Diego described the goal by saying, "It was a little with the head of Maradona and a little with the hand 

of God." The phrase "Hand of God" became famous and is still widely used to describe the controversial goal. 

 

The "Hand of God" goal remains one of the most memorable and debated moments in the history of football. While some 

view it as an example of Diego's cunning and creativity, others see it as an unfair act that tainted the match. Regardless of 

the controversy, the goal is an unforgettable part of Diego's legacy and a testament to his incredible impact on the sport. 



 

In the same 1986 World Cup quarter-final match between Argentina and England, just minutes after the "Hand of God" 

goal, Diego scored another goal that would become known as the "Goal of the Century." This incredible feat showcased 

his exceptional talent and skill, leaving fans and players around the world in awe. 

 

In the 54th minute, Diego received the ball in his own half of the field, near the center circle. He proceeded to dribble past 

five English players, including the goalkeeper, covering more than half of the pitch with his extraordinary speed, balance, 

and control. After leaving his opponents behind, he calmly slotted the ball into the net, scoring one of the most 

remarkable goals in football history. 

 

The "Goal of the Century" was a testament to Diego's incredible ability as a footballer. It demonstrated his unique 

combination of skill, speed, and creativity, which set him apart from other players. The goal remains a cherished memory 

for football fans worldwide and is often regarded as the greatest individual goal ever scored. 

 

Diego's performance in the 1986 World Cup, including the "Goal of the Century," cemented his status as one of the 

greatest footballers of all time. His unforgettable moments on the field continue to inspire and captivate fans, leaving a 

lasting legacy in the world of football. 

 

Apart from the "Hand of God" and the "Goal of the Century," Diego's career was filled with numerous other iconic goals 

and plays that left fans in awe of his talent. Here are a few more memorable moments from his illustrious career: 

 

Scoring a remarkable free-kick for Napoli: In a 1985 Serie A match against Juventus, Diego scored a fantastic free-kick 

from 30 meters out. The ball soared over the wall and dipped into the top corner, leaving the goalkeeper with no chance to 

save it. This goal showcased his incredible skill and precision with set-pieces. 

 

Leading Argentina to Copa America final in 1989: Diego's leadership and skill were on full display during the 1989 Copa 

America, held in Brazil. He played a vital role in guiding Argentina to the final, where they faced their fierce rivals, 

Brazil. Although Argentina lost the final, Diego's performances throughout the tournament were highly praised. 

 

The backheel assist for Napoli: During a Serie A match against Lazio in 1984, Diego showcased his exceptional vision 

and creativity with an audacious backheel pass that set up his teammate, Bruno Giordano, for a goal. This play is 

considered one of the most inventive assists in football history. 

 



Dribbling past the entire Belgium defense in the 1982 World Cup: In a group stage match against Belgium, Diego 

displayed his extraordinary dribbling ability by beating multiple defenders with ease. Although he did not score in this 

particular instance, the play remains an iconic example of his skill and agility on the field. 

 

These are just a few examples of Diego's many memorable goals and plays throughout his career. His incredible talent 

and unique style left an indelible mark on the sport of football, and his iconic moments continue to inspire and captivate 

fans around the world. 

  

Chapter 8: Life Off the Field. 

 

Diego's life off the field was just as rich and complex as his football career. His family played a significant role in his life, 

providing support and love through the many highs and lows he experienced. 

 

Diego was born in a poor neighborhood on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and was the fifth of eight children. 

His parents, Diego Sr. and Dalma Salvadora Franco, worked hard to support their large family. Despite their financial 

struggles, Diego's family was close-knit, and they shared a strong bond. 

 

Diego got married to Claudia Villafañe in 1989, and the couple had two daughters together, Dalma Nerea and Giannina 

Dinorah. Although their marriage ended in divorce in 2004, Diego remained close to his daughters throughout his life. In 

later years, he also acknowledged paternity of other children, including Diego Jr., Jana, and Diego Fernando, expanding 

his family further. 

 

Diego's family was a vital part of his life, and their love and support played an essential role in shaping his character and 

career. Through the many challenges and successes he faced, his family remained a constant source of strength and 

encouragement for the football legend. 

 

Throughout his career, Diego forged strong friendships with many fellow footballers, both on and off the field. These 

relationships were an important part of his life, and they helped shape his experiences in the world of football. 

 

Some of Diego's most notable friendships include:  

 

Claudio Caniggia: The Argentine forward and Diego shared a close bond, both on and off the field. They played together 

in the Argentina national team, most notably during the 1990 World Cup. Caniggia's goal against Brazil, assisted by 

Diego, is still remembered as one of the most iconic moments in their partnership. 



 

Careca: The Brazilian striker was Diego's teammate at Napoli, where they formed a lethal attacking partnership. They 

shared a strong connection on the field, which contributed to Napoli's success during the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

 

Carlos Tevez: Another Argentine footballer, Tevez, has often spoken about the significant influence Diego had on his life 

and career. The two shared a close friendship, and Diego's guidance played a crucial role in Tevez's development as a 

player. 

 

Michel Platini: Despite their on-field rivalry during the 1980s, Diego and Platini, the French football legend, developed a 

mutual respect and friendship off the field. Their bond transcended football, and they often praised each other's skills and 

achievements. 

 

These friendships, among others, played an important role in Diego's life and contributed to his personal and professional 

growth. They also demonstrate the camaraderie and respect that can exist between footballers, even those who are fierce 

competitors on the field. 

 

Apart from his incredible achievements on the football field, Diego was also known for his charitable work and 

involvement in various causes. Throughout his life, he used his fame and influence to help those in need and raise 

awareness about social issues. 

 

One of Diego's most significant contributions to charitable work was his support for children's hospitals and organizations 

focused on improving the lives of underprivileged kids. He often visited hospitals, spent time with the children, and 

participated in fundraising events to help provide better care and resources for young patients. 

 

Diego also showed great concern for social issues in Argentina and beyond. He actively supported human rights and 

social justice causes, using his voice to bring attention to the struggles faced by marginalized communities. He was 

known for his strong views on politics and was not afraid to share his opinions on various issues, even when they were 

controversial. 

 

Diego's charitable work and commitment to social causes demonstrated his compassion and empathy for others. His 

efforts to make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate are an important part of his legacy, and they show that 

there was much more to him than just his extraordinary talent on the football field. 

 

 



Chapter 9: Struggles and Controversies. 

 

Despite his incredible success in the world of football, Diego faced several personal struggles and controversies 

throughout his life. One of the most significant challenges he faced was his battle with drug addiction. His issues with 

substance abuse began during his time in Napoli, and his addiction eventually led to suspensions from football, including 

his suspension from the 1994 World Cup after testing positive for a banned substance. 

 

Diego's struggles with addiction and other personal issues took a toll on his health. Over the years, he faced a number of 

health problems, including obesity, heart issues, and respiratory difficulties. In 2004, he suffered a major heart attack, 

which led to a significant lifestyle change and weight loss. Despite these challenges, Diego remained involved in the 

world of football and continued to make public appearances. 

 

Throughout his life, Diego also dealt with various legal issues. These included disputes over paternity, financial troubles, 

and tax evasion charges. Some of these issues led to public scrutiny and affected his personal and professional life. 

However, Diego remained a beloved figure in the world of football and continued to be celebrated for his contributions to 

the sport. 

 

Diego's struggles and controversies remind us that even the most talented and successful individuals can face significant 

challenges in their lives. His story is a testament to the power of resilience and determination, as well as a reminder of the 

importance of addressing personal issues and seeking help when needed. 

 

Diego's personal struggles, including his addiction, led to various health problems throughout his life. He often had to 

deal with obesity, which put additional stress on his heart and other vital organs. Over the years, he also experienced heart 

issues and respiratory difficulties, which were exacerbated by his lifestyle and addiction. 

 

In 2004, Diego suffered a major heart attack, which served as a wake-up call for him. After this life-threatening event, he 

underwent a significant lifestyle change, including weight loss and healthier habits, to improve his overall health. Despite 

the challenges he faced, Diego continued to be involved in the world of football and remained passionate about the sport. 

 

Diego's health problems remind us that taking care of one's physical well-being is essential, regardless of success and 

fame. His story highlights the importance of addressing personal struggles and seeking help when necessary to maintain a 

healthy and balanced life 

 

In addition to his personal struggles and health problems, Diego faced several legal issues throughout his life. Some of 

these challenges were related to his finances and taxes, while others were connected to his personal life and relationships. 



 

One of the most notable legal issues Diego encountered was related to tax evasion charges in Italy. During his time at 

Napoli, he allegedly accrued a significant amount of unpaid taxes, leading to a long-standing legal dispute with Italian 

authorities. This issue impacted his relationship with Napoli and cast a shadow over his time at the club. 

 

Diego also faced legal disputes over paternity, as he acknowledged paternity for several children throughout his life. 

These issues often made headlines and contributed to the controversies surrounding his personal life. 

 

Despite these legal challenges, Diego remained a celebrated figure in the world of football. His undeniable talent and 

contributions to the sport continued to be recognized and admired by fans and fellow players alike. Diego's story serves as 

a reminder that even the most successful individuals can encounter difficulties in their lives and that overcoming these 

challenges requires resilience and determination. 

  

Chapter 10: Coaching Career.  

 

After retiring from professional football, Diego turned his attention to coaching. He began his coaching career in his 

home country of Argentina, taking on roles at clubs like Deportivo Mandiyú and Racing Club in the late 1990s. Although 

his early coaching career had its ups and downs, it provided valuable experience and helped shape his approach to 

managing teams. 

 

In the late 2000s and early 2010s, Diego ventured into coaching outside of Argentina, accepting positions in the United 

Arab Emirates. He managed clubs like Al-Wasl and Fujairah, where he aimed to transfer his knowledge and passion for 

the game to a new generation of players. His time in the UAE further enriched his coaching experience and offered new 

perspectives on football. 

 

Diego's coaching career demonstrated his love for the sport and his dedication to helping others succeed in football. 

Although his coaching stints did not always yield the same level of success as his playing career, they were an essential 

part of his journey and contributed to his enduring legacy in the world of football. 

 

In 2008, Diego reached a significant milestone in his coaching career when he was appointed as the head coach of the 

Argentina national team. This role allowed him to lead the team he had once represented as a player, and it was a proud 

moment for him and the entire country. 

 

During his tenure as head coach, Diego guided Argentina through the qualification process for the 2010 World Cup. 

Despite some challenges and criticisms, the team managed to secure their place in the tournament. At the World Cup in 



South Africa, Argentina had a strong start, winning their group stage matches. However, they were eventually eliminated 

in the quarterfinals after a heavy defeat to Germany. 

 

Diego's time as the head coach of the Argentina national team was filled with both successes and setbacks. His passion 

for the game and his commitment to the team were evident, even though the results did not always meet expectations. 

Despite the challenges he faced, his role as head coach added another chapter to his already illustrious football career and 

further solidified his connection to the Argentina national team. 

 

After his time with the Argentina national team, Diego continued his coaching career with various clubs around the 

world. His passion for the game and desire to share his knowledge with others remained strong, as he took on new 

challenges in different countries. 

 

In 2018, Diego took on the role of chairman and head coach at Belarusian club Dinamo Brest. Although his time there 

was brief, it added to his diverse coaching experiences and expanded his global football connections. 

 

Later, he returned to Argentina to coach Gimnasia y Esgrima La Plata, a club in the Argentine Primera División. Despite 

facing health issues during this period, Diego's dedication to the team and the sport was unwavering. He continued to 

make a difference in the lives of his players and the wider football community. 

 

Diego's coaching career, spanning various roles and countries, showcased his love for football and his commitment to 

sharing his knowledge and experience with others. His determination to contribute to the sport, even in the face of 

personal challenges, was a testament to his enduring passion for the game. 

  

Chapter 11: The Legacy of Maradona. 

 

Diego Maradona's incredible career had a lasting impact on football culture, both in Argentina and around the world. His 

extraordinary skills, memorable moments, and passion for the game have inspired generations of fans and players alike. 

 

As one of the greatest footballers of all time, Diego changed the way people thought about the sport. His creativity and 

flair on the field showcased the beauty and artistry that football could offer. His unique playing style and ability to control 

the ball with unmatched precision left fans in awe and influenced countless players who came after him. 

 



In Argentina, Diego became a symbol of national pride and identity. His successes on the field, particularly during the 

1986 World Cup, brought joy and inspiration to millions of Argentines. His legacy continues to shape the country's 

football culture, and he remains a revered figure in the hearts of fans. 

 

Diego's impact on football culture extends far beyond his home country. His story of overcoming adversity and achieving 

greatness on the world stage has resonated with people from all walks of life. Diego's enduring legacy is a testament to 

the power of football to bring people together and inspire them to dream big. 

 

Diego Maradona's extraordinary talent and skill on the football field have had a significant influence on future 

generations of players. Many aspiring footballers have looked up to him as a role model, and his playing style has left a 

lasting impact on the sport. 

 

Diego's incredible dribbling ability, vision on the field, and creativity in his play have inspired countless young players to 

develop their skills and emulate his style. His fearlessness and determination in taking on opponents, even in the face of 

seemingly insurmountable odds, have taught future generations the importance of perseverance and self-belief. 

 

Some of the world's most prominent footballers, including Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, have cited Diego as an 

inspiration in their own careers. They, along with many other players, have been influenced by his passion for the game 

and his unique abilities on the field. 

 

Diego's influence on future players is a testament to the lasting impact that great athletes can have on their sport. His 

legacy will continue to inspire and shape the careers of aspiring footballers for generations to come. 

 

Diego Maradona's remarkable career and contributions to the world of football have solidified his status as a true legend 

of the sport. His achievements on the field, combined with his undeniable passion and love for the game, have left an 

indelible mark on football history. 

 

Diego's iconic moments, such as the "Hand of God" and the "Goal of the Century" during the 1986 World Cup, continue 

to be celebrated and remembered by fans around the globe. His incredible talent and flair have earned him a place among 

the greatest footballers of all time, alongside other legends like Pelé, Johan Cruyff, and Lionel Messi. 

 

Despite the controversies and struggles he faced throughout his life, Diego's impact on the sport has remained strong. His 

resilience and determination have served as an inspiration to many and have demonstrated the power of overcoming 

adversity to achieve greatness. 

 



As a legend of the sport, Diego Maradona's legacy will continue to be remembered and celebrated by football fans 

worldwide. His contributions to the game, both on and off the field, have forever shaped the landscape of football and will 

continue to inspire generations to come. 

  

Chapter 12: Farewell to a Hero. 

 

On November 25, 2020, the world of football mourned the loss of a true hero, as Diego Maradona passed away at the age 

of 60. His death was a result of a heart attack, following a series of health issues he had faced in the years prior. News of 

his passing sent shockwaves around the globe, as fans and fellow players alike paid tribute to the legendary footballer. 

 

Diego's funeral was held in Argentina, where thousands of fans gathered to say their final goodbyes to their beloved hero. 

The nation declared three days of national mourning, reflecting the deep sense of loss felt by the Argentine people. People 

from all over the world paid their respects, sharing memories of Diego's incredible career and the impact he had on their 

lives. 

 

Diego Maradona's passing was a somber reminder of the fragility of life and the importance of cherishing the moments 

we have with our heroes. As fans and fellow footballers continue to honor his memory, Diego's legacy will live on, 

inspiring future generations of footballers and leaving an enduring impact on the sport he loved so dearly. 

 

Following Diego Maradona's passing, tributes poured in from all corners of the globe, demonstrating the profound impact 

he had on the world of football and beyond. Fans, fellow players, coaches, and even political figures expressed their 

condolences and shared their admiration for the legendary footballer. 

 

Social media platforms were filled with heartfelt messages, images, and videos celebrating Diego's life and career. 

Famous football clubs, including Napoli and Boca Juniors, where he had spent significant portions of his career, held 

special ceremonies and events to honor his memory. In Naples, the city's mayor even proposed renaming the stadium after 

Diego, as a lasting tribute to his contributions to the club and the city. 

 

Football matches around the world observed moments of silence, and players wore black armbands in memory of Diego. 

His former teammates and rivals shared personal stories and memories, highlighting the deep connections he had made 

with people throughout his life. 

 

The outpouring of tributes from around the world was a testament to the incredible influence Diego Maradona had on the 

sport and the people who loved it. His memory will live on through these tributes and the countless lives he touched 

during his remarkable career. 



 

As the world continues to mourn the loss of Diego Maradona, his memory and impact on football will undoubtedly 

endure. His remarkable skills, unforgettable moments, and unwavering passion for the game have secured his place in 

history as one of the sport's greatest legends. 

 

Diego's contributions to the football world, both on and off the field, have left a lasting legacy that will continue to inspire 

generations of fans and players. His story of overcoming adversity, defying expectations, and achieving greatness serves 

as a powerful reminder of what is possible when one pursues their dreams with determination and dedication. 

 

Through documentaries, biographies, and countless stories shared by those who knew him, Diego's memory will continue 

to be cherished and celebrated. His life and career will serve as a source of inspiration and admiration for football 

enthusiasts around the world. 

 

As we bid farewell to this hero of football, Diego Maradona's spirit will live on in the hearts of fans, the stadiums where 

he once played, and the future generations of players who will continue to be inspired by his incredible legacy. 
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